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A Discussion Guide














 1. Stage: Infant and Toddler


What are some examples of modeling behavior and practicing language that you do or plan to do?


Which of the tips from adopted people presented in this stage most resonated with you?


How do you now, or how do you plan to, follow that advice?


For transracial adoptions, how are you showing others that your family is now multi-racial?


�


 2. Stage: Young Child	


How do you explain what adoption means to young children?


Which of the tips from adopted people presented in this stage most resonated with you?


How do you now, or how do you plan to, follow that advice?


For transracial adoptions, picture your home right now. Do the photographs, books, and artwork reflect everyone in your family? What can you do to make it more reflective of every member?








 3. Stage: School Age


How did you or will you deal with things such as the family tree project?


Which of the tips from adopted people presented in this stage most resonated with you?


How do you now, or how do you plan to, follow that advice?


For transracial adoptions, how many children in your local school are of the same race as your child?








4. Stage: Adolescence


How do you or can you assist your child when he or she contemplates searching for their birth family?


Which of the tips from adopted people presented in this stage most resonated with you?


How do you now, or how do you plan to, follow that advice?


For transracial adoptions, what are you doing to assist your child in connecting with his or her cultural roots? 








  5. Stage: Emerging Adulthood


What do you anticipate will more of an issue for your child – leaving home or starting a family? Why do you think so?


Which of the tips from adopted people presented in this stage most resonated with you?


How do you now, or how do you plan to, follow that advice?


For transracial adoptions, how important is it for your child to choose a college or community with a makeup that reflects his or her race and culture?

















